
Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Selectmen 
 
DATE:   Monday, February 13, 2006 
TIME:   7:00 p.m. 
PLACE:   McCourt Social Hall, Memorial Town Hall, Spencer, MA 
PRESENT: Selectmen Adams, Herl, Cloutier, Gaucher, Gagnon (arrived 7:10 p.m.); Town Administrator 

Terenzini; Administrative Assistant Simpson. 
 
At 7:05 p.m. Chairman Adams called the meeting to order.  Motion by Mr. Herl to approve the minutes of 
workshop of Wednesday, January 18, 2006, and regular and executive sessions of Monday, January 23, 2006; 
seconded by Mr. Cloutier.  Motion passed, 4-0. 
 
CITIZENS’ INPUT:   Bill Shemeth and Norma Connor of the Parks & Recreation Commission presented to 
the Board an overview of their commission, and asked the Board to review it and schedule them for a future 
workshop.  The Board advised they would take it under review.   Mr. Gagnon arrived and apologized for being 
late, explaining that he had been working late this past month.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  Mr. Gagnon noted a telephone call from a citizen who said the Highway Department 
did a fantastic job plowing during the recent storm.  Chairman Adams noted a letter from the Town of Kingston 
regarding the governor’s proposed removal of the lottery cap.  Motion by Mr. Herl to have the Town 
Administrator send a letter to the Town of Kingston and the legislative delegation in favor of the proposal; 
seconded by Mr. Cloutier.  Motion passed, 5-0. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None.  
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
 
a. Introduction of New Staff and Appointees:  No introductions were made. 
 
b. Quarterly Report:  Finance Team:  Town Accountant Alaine Boucher, Town Collector Mary Barrell, and 
Assessor Donald Clough came forward.  Assessors Dick Foisey and Mary Williams were also present.  Mr. 
Clough reported the Assessors were in the midst of the triennial evaluation instead of the interim annual 
adjustment, and noted difficulties of the upcoming personal property list and cyclical inspection of all residents.  
He said as Mr. Foisey would be retiring this year and himself next year, the Assessors would need to look at 
reorganization.  Ms. Boucher gave her report as well as the Treasurer’s.  Ms. Barrell gave her report and a 
presentation on the UniPay feature of the town webpage.  She noted 1,212 bills have been paid online, and that 
there are safeguards for insufficient funds or incorrect entries, and that help with the system could be obtained 
by calling her office.  Mr. Foisey was recognized for his service.  It was clarified that the trash bags in the 
Collector’s report did not include stickers and that tax title fees due were current only through December 31.  
Mr. Terenzini said he would have the Treasurer submit a detailed report on the property in question. 
 
c. Action Re:  Change of Bar Manager for American Legion:  Gerald Perron came forward, and confirmed 
he was TIPS certified and that he had been the bar manager previously; Robert Young had taken his place while 
he was gone.  Motion by Mr. Herl to accept Gerald Perron as bar manager for American Legion to replace 
Robert Young; seconded by Mr. Cloutier.  Motion passed, 5-0. 
 
d. Action Re:  Common Victualler License for Gregoire’s Corporate Food Services, Inc.:  John Gregoire 
came forward.  Motion by Mr. Herl to grant common victualler license to Gregoire’s Corporate Food Services, 
Inc.; seconded by Mr. Cloutier.  Motion passed, 5-0. 
 
e. Action Re:  Cable Attorney:  Chairman Adams noted three names had been gathered for consideration as 
Cable Attorney, but more biographical information was needed before taking action.  Motion by Mr. Herl to 
bring to workshop in March; seconded by Mr. Cloutier.  Motion passed, 5-0. 
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f. Action Re:  House 1:   Chairman Adams noted there were three areas of concern regarding the governor’s 
proposed budget:  health insurance, local aid, and community policing.  Motion by Mr. Herl that the Town 
Administrator write a letter to the legislative delegation asking that the municipal GIC language be given due 
consideration in their budget; seconded by Mr. Gagnon.  Motion passed, 5-0. 
 
g. Action Re:  Adoption of NIMS through Executive Order:  Motion by Mr. Cloutier to adopt executive 
order as submitted; seconded by Mr. Herl.  Motion passed, 5-0. 
 
h. Action Re:  Authority to Deficit Spend Snow and Ice Account: Motion by Mr. Herl to pass request for 
$50,000 for snow and ice, $40,000 to be used for supplies and $10,000 for labor, subject to acceptance by 
Finance Committee; seconded by Mr. Cloutier.  Motion passed, 5-0. 
 
i. Action Re:  Appointment of Citizen to Lake Street School Principal Screening Committee:  Mr. Herl 
gave a brief explanation of what would likely be required of the screening committee.  Chairman Adams 
reported no names had been submitted yet, and anyone interested should submit his/her name.  Motion by Mr. 
Herl to table appointment to next business meeting; seconded by Mr. Cloutier.  Motion passed, 5-0. 
 
j. Action Re:  Cherry Street Fire Station Terms and Conditions of Sale: Town Planner Karen Cullen and 
Helen Barnes of the Historical Commission came forward.  They recommended preserving the façade of the 
Cherry Street Fire Station in a condition as close to its original use as possible.  There was discussion about 
preserving at least the brick façade, but also considering the character of the building and its connection to the 
past, and visualizing the future of the downtown.  Mr. Terenzini noted preservation restrictions did not hinder 
the sale of the West Main Street school, and Ms. Cullen and Ms. Barnes agreed to put together a proposal of 
restrictions, taking into account elements of the building that may or may not be structurally sound, such as the 
tower.  Motion by Mr. Herl to table to workshop; seconded by Mr. Cloutier.  Motion passed, 5-0. 
 
BOARD LIAISON REPORTS:  None. 
 
CITIZENS’ INPUT:  Steven Baer introduced himself as a new member of the Conservation Commission. 
 
BOARD MEMBER AND STAFF COMMENTS:  Mr. Terenzini reminded the public the “Need a Ride—Say 
WRTA” promotion would be in effect through the end of February. Chairman Adams noted a retirement party 
for Fred Smock of the Telegram & Gazette to be held on February 23, and the availability of calendar events 
and agendas on the town website and nomination papers at the Town Clerk’s office.  He further noted that Ed 
Budnik was awarded as Tree Warden of the Year, that Chief Parsons had announced Paul McMillian’s 
retirement, that Howard Beebe was residing at Quaboag on the Common, and that Rob Morra had been 
permanently certified as a building inspector.  He also noted upcoming meetings. 
 
At 8:20 p.m., motion by Mr. Gagnon to adjourn; seconded by Mr. Herl.  Motion passed, 5-0. 
 
Respectfully submitted,              
 
 
Kate Simpson, Administrative Assistant 
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